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Abstract

The Research on the Plans for the
Buddhist Social Welfare

Kwon, Soon-Hyuk
Department of Buddhist Social Welfare
Graduate School of Buddhist Studies

Dongguk University

Based on the social science rules, the Buddhist Social Welfare can
save the humanity from social isolation resulting from the modern
society’s reversed values. This paper attempts to look into the
problems of the facilities for the disabled run by Buddhist
organizations and to come up with solutions.

This paper states the purpose and range of this research in the
first introduction section and in the second section it discusses the
definition and necessity of social welfare organizations for the
disabled and Buddhist social welfare through the great mercy and
compassion of Buddha. In the third section, the problems of the
facilities for the disabled are compared and contrasted with other
religions’, in the forth section, this paper points out the current

problems of Buddhist welfare system, and in the fifth section it
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discusses the roles of government and all Buddhist denominations to
help severely disabled people to live on their own efforts.

The sixth section concludes and summarizes this paper and
attempts to come up with the wisdom based on Buddhist behaviors
that would solve the current problems.

The focus of this study is based on Buddhist theories and the
research conclusion for the improvement of welfare system for the
disabled people i1s as follows. Based on the Buddhist oath of
abstinence from alcohol, the researchers have suggested ways to
reduce and prevent the disability in children based on their parents’
mental and physical health.. This paper also looks at the current
situation of welfare system for the disabled, and proposes the
following for the financial, mental, and social support.

First of all, as a solution to provide mental support for the
disabled and to get rid of prejudices against them, there must be an
education on the Buddhists.

Secondly, through the development of Buddhist programs the
disabled people should have Buddhist values that would provide them
with mental and social support. Third, financial problems, which can
be seen as the largest problem, must be solved through the
government’s policies. Moreover, social welfare funds are needed to
get rid of such problems. The final proposal is regarding the lack of
job for the disabled people and it is considered a way to help those
people reach self-realization, which can solve the abovementioned
financial problem as well. Such solution requires Buddhists’ active
participation and the government's supportive system that would

provide jobs to the disabled people.
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Such proposals to solve the problems of Buddhist welfare system
include not only financial support but also mental support and policies
that would develop employment agency for the disabled.

Active execution and the disabled people’s participation in the
society are necessary and to do so, Buddhist Social Welfare should
help them improve their social status. Moreover, it should realize its
duty to carefully lead the abovementioned social phenomenon, based
on Buddhist values. Also, there must be more studies and researches
on the definition and application of the idea of Buddhist Social
Welfare.
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